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brought before the tribunal of something more ultimate still,
i.e. the principle of maximum good, and weights must be
assigned to them so proportioned that good as a whole, in-
cluding the good of equality, shall be made as large as possible.
In practice, however, as will appear presently, tax arrangements
that conform to the principle of least sacrifice always and
necessarily conform also to the principle of equal sacrifice
among similar and similarly situated persons. Hence, even if
the principle of equal sacrifice between similar and similarly
situated persons is a true ultimate principle, since it can be
deduced from the principle of least sacrifice, it is not a neces-
sary one. Though, therefore, for academic persons there
may be a more complex esoteric doctrine, for politicians and
men of affairs we may properly assert that least aggregate
sacrifice is the one ultimate principle of taxation.